Salivary levels of mutans streptococci, Lactobacillus, Candida, and Veillonella species in a group of Scottish adolescents.
Salivary levels of mutans streptococci, Lactobacillus, Candida, and Veillonella species were investigated on three occasions at annual intervals in a group of 372 Scottish adolescents. Counts of the micro-organisms studied were logarithmically distributed, with Candida spp. being isolated from approximately half the subjects. Counts of lactobacilli, mutans streptococci, and candida were significantly intercorrelated, while veillonella were associated consistently with mutans streptococci alone. Levels of each of the four micro-organisms were significantly correlated over the three examinations, with levels of the Candida spp. being the most stable over the period studied.